Los Mestenos

, Navarro ruled that this Proceeq. e < u.:.

e g\,:x.;-:\g.jiiz‘f:jr‘minﬂi, (fzirct‘u\lly‘ c'hoosing hiseg,l:f Coy, g }ui:“;; ri"; g

ot be finall ~One infers that Menchaca {:{randed ‘hreds’ the o . jos &
asesor ® n‘f:'gg to dcﬁ'—lud the gf}vemment. Ab()u; all g hu“‘ ‘,ﬂi. 3ﬂd ing
dred, o suggest was that Cabello ty 10 maice i lng, Wl 5050 o078
N,i\.a{‘ﬂj uu;}ii }“‘lmht‘r temporarily while -the Case Wag ep(?s& (lltf vvfl( 5
dutics for 2 vou see fit.” It all came to nothing ang Was anobe"'g wf‘{ 5 fe3* g
T:;:‘:t: unfinished cases that Cabello turneg Over tou}'lz tgi & {:f iwal

of t ~ . t

COESSOE: 4 the time Governor Cabello was denoung,, cﬁﬁlfrgarzo
- son to Commandant General Neve, anothe, Yo assurc

old C)pt‘lﬁlﬂ‘) : ) W3S mkiﬂg form, this one much More ; of 1€d Ihat .
bando \mi;z:tLUis Cazorla, the captain of Bahia Presig; Oug pint d it pre
zwc.mﬁf [? be implicated. It began in late July, whep Fray 30 e the Dr?
;l::nl;iv Mariano de la Garza® advised the governg, : i “ha;
cash sale had been arrmg@ of 1000 head of Missjop, i g X Cfl
Santo’s cattle to Don Francxsc’c .de Y ermo, official Purveyg, - roubl€ fillir

supplies for the Coahuila pmsgdxo& \erm? Was awarded , o he middle
wract to provision the Coahuila companies of Moncloyy. St » 800 head
Juan Bautista (where he lived), Agua Verde, and La Bah for told Cazor]
o years, starting January 1, 1784. This was Part of Crojyy would have
attempt to reform the way in which presidios were supplied. By ceales each
that date Presidio Monclova had been returned to the Villa de a close ey
Monclova, Agua Verde to San Fernando de Austria (Zaragoz, ropriatior
Coahuila), and La Babia to Santa Rosa (Miizquiz, Coahuila) e i
ing only Presidio San Juan Bautista situated on the Rio Grande. at. he cert:
An agent of Yermo's, one Don Blds Maria de Eca y Mizquiz, had S ks
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1:::18, 01;)1(, e were unbranded, a permit co%nld not be granted, The rea-
: Ge hune can was supposedly a set of r.egulatl.ons in force between Lieu-
s ling, pant José Santosa (or Santoja), acting commander of the poe,
epos-o t% o, and the priest at Espiritu Santo, Fray Cardenas, regarding
s bein!t s;’ el éountiﬂg procedure for orejanos branded. Byt another
fln()tbeg ;c iter written the same day, July 31, to Bahia Presidio indicates
o p 8’ that a fear that orejanos would compose much of the herd was
- the actual reason for Cabello’s caution—unless, of course, the
g the g exporter wanted to pay 2Y2 pesos a head for the right to take
ase OF ~ out orejano cattlg something that the reverend fathers at L3
3"i0us } Bahia assuredly did not want to do. In reply Captain Cazorla
 Wag < _hinted that they might be willing to make such an arrangement
Seph ;ﬁ;‘should it prove impossible to complete the herd of 1,000 head
at ' from the branded stock.
ity | In what appears to have been a devious way of setting up
r of | Cazorla, Cabello told him that Espiritu Santo should have no
on- trouble filling the contract since he knew that sometime during
an the middle of the previous year they had branded no less than
or 2,800 head. Since Cabello could not grant any special favors, he
s told Cazorla that the fees prescribed in his bando of July, 1783,
v would have to apply but that bulls could be extracted for 12
. reales each. The governor closed by urging the captain to keep

a close eye on the gathering operation, in view of “misap-
propriations that have occurred in transactions of that kind.”

If Captain Cazorla had any hint of what Cabello was getting
at, he certainly did not show it. Perhaps his absence during the
years when Croix’s original bando was taking its toll on the
cattle industry accounts for his “everything is un_der control”
feport to the governor, which meant, in Cabello’s mind, that he
had taken the baited hook.** Cazorla stated that Mazquiz had
departed on August 22 with a herd of 1,000 head, all of them
“property of the mission, having been earmarkc.td and bran.ded

with their irons.” Two sergeants of the garrison, Francisco

Zacatecan college convento or in one of the archival collections housed elsewt;er;
such as the fiscal records kept at San Luis Potosi. It is extremely odd that the branms) o
the province’s most important criadores should have passed unnoticed by genera

of Texas historians. ‘ N  vears duty (1775
6 Cazorla had just returned to La Bahia Presidio from scven y

84)as inspector of presidios in Texas and Coahuila during Croix’s commandancy.
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